Drama and Speech 
 Teacher:  Ms. Lynne De Vrieze
    Phone: 417-359-7050 Ext (19059)     E-mail: devriezel@carthagetigers.org
Class Website:  devrieze.weebly.com 
ADVANCE \d 6Course Description:
Speech & Drama is an introductory study of theatre and speaking events.  Students will study voice and diction, improvisation, technical theatre, competitive drama, basic communication, and public forum debate. 
ADVANCE \d 6Major Instructional Goals:
The students will have the opportunity to develop strategies and knowledge to 

 Understand the performing arts and appreciate them through his newfound knowledge.

 Develop stage presence and voice projection through participation in performance activities.

 Develop speaking and listening skills used in the classroom and in everyday life.
 Understand the basic oral interpretation events involved in competitive drama.
 Develop research skills and argumentation techniques used in debate.
Course Requirements and Assessment:

· Participation: This class is a performance laboratory; attendance and participation are essential for grading purposes.  Students must remain consistently involved with daily activities; it is NOT an option to NOT participate. In class participation is a big part of the semester grade in this class. Students must come to class with an open mind and be willing to try to the best of their ability the activities in class.
· Performances:  The majority of the total grade for the semester will be based on each student’s performance during scene work and speech performance events.  Ms. De Vrieze must approve scripted assignments prior to performance.  Improvised scenes will be respectful and appropriate for the Junior High school classroom. All school rules apply during class and must be in consideration during scene work. Students who do not follow the school rules will have consequences outlined in the student handbook. 
· Tests:  There will be minimal written exams in this course. Students will be given notice when these exams will be given and should use time given in class to study. However,  they will need to use study techniques on their own time in order to be fully prepared. 
· Homework: Homework will be very minimal in this class. Ample class-time is given for students to complete their work.  If it isn’t completed during the allotted time, then students will be expected to finish on their own time and have it ready to turn in when it is due. 
· Grading Scale:  The semester grade will be based on four components:  Performances 40%, Unit tests/Quizzes 20%, daily participation 10%, homework and research 30%.
Extra Credit Opportunities

Students can receive extra credit in the following ways: 
1. Attend a play and answer the summary questions found on my website. Each play summary will be worth 25 extra credit points. Students are able to do 2 extra credit assignments per semester.
Late or Make-Up Assignments

· Students are expected to turn in work on time. Students who do not have work finished or were absent on date assignment due date will follow Homework Policies per student handbook. Students must see Ms. De Vrieze to make arrangements. 
· Students absent only on performance day will be expected to turn in the assignment or performance due the day they return to class. Performances are discussed and planned at least a week in advance; this gives students’ ample time to plan for the performance day. 
· When students are involved in group projects; it is each and every student’s responsibility to do their share of the work EVEN if they miss a day of school. Students’ group members are depending on them to keep up with their share of the work. 

· Students involved in extra-curricular activities that take them away from the classroom are responsible for getting all missed assignments BEFORE expected absence and NOT during regular class time.
· Students who are gone for an unexcused absence will miss the participation points for that day. 
Absence and Tardy Policy

· Your attendance is essential to building a strong ensemble within the class.  Absences and tardies seriously affect the overall process.  Large numbers of absences will affect your participation points and your overall quality of performance.  

· In addition, being at school and to class on time is an important component of a good work ethic.  Absences and tardiness disrupt learning and will be reflected in the final grade.  Remember, you will lose 10 participation points for each unexcused absence and 5 participation points participation points for each tardy.

· School attendance and tardy procedures will be followed.

Classroom Procedures
· Entering the classroom- Students will line up in a single file line starting at the bottom of the stairs before entering the ramp. Students are not to begin walking down the ramp until Ms. De Vrieze has asked them to do so. 
· Come to class prepared- Students need to bring their speech and drama binder and a pencil to class with them every day. Students who come to class without materials will be warned the first time, the second time they will lose their participation points for the day, and they third time will be written up for failure avoidance. 
· Bell-Work- Every day there will be a bell work question on the board when the students enter the classroom. Students are to sit down in their seats and begin quietly working on their bell work question. If a student is absent for a day it is THEIR OWN RESPOSIBILITY to get the bell work question from someone else in class or from my website. The bell work questions will be continuously up-loaded to my website for student use. 
· Restroom usage- Students should try and use restroom in-between classes. Students will be allowed to use the restroom once they have finished their bell work. Students must ALWAYS ask permission before using the restroom.
Ms. De Vrieze has the right to revoke restroom privileges for anyone who chooses to not follow  the procedures.
· Computer Usage- At times, we will be using the computers provided by the school. Students must be respectful to computers, as outlined in the student handbook, and follow all procedures. Students will always be given ample time to finish assignments while in the computer lab. Students who do not use their time wisely or are absent on days we are in the computer lab will be expected to make up the time lost either by staying after school for tiger den or work on the assignment at home if they have a home computer. Students will also be responsible for showing up to class with the assignment printed out if that is what the instructions call for. Students who work on assignments at home and do not have a printer can email Ms. De Vrieze and attach the document so it may be printed. 
· Substitute Teacher- When a substitute teacher in in my classroom I expect students to follow all procedures and expectations the same way as if I were there. Students who are disrespectful to substitute teachers and are specifically named by the substitute teacher will automatically receive disciplinary consequences. 
· “Circle Up” – When I call “Circle up,” students will quietly and calmly walk over to the open space and form a circle. No Running! No Screaming! You must always keep your hands and feet to yourself! If students do not have the maturity level to handle “circle up” I will stop allowing them to do so and will change the activities with students  remaining in their seats.
· Classroom discussions- Students will be required to participate in classroom discussions. In this we will have classroom discussions almost daily and it is a part of the students’ daily participation grade to participate in these discussions. 
· “Freeze”- When I call “Freeze” all students will stop what they are doing, close their mouths, stop moving, and look at me. This means I have more information to tell you or another instruction to give you. Normally I will call “freeze” while students are working in groups, it is very important that students follow this procedure; 30 voices are louder than my one voice.
· Talking and outbursts- Communication is essential to this class, therefore common guidelines will be reviewed and followed during class.  Students are not to talk while the teacher OR another student is talking. This is very disrespectful and will not be tolerated. 
· ZERO TOLERANCE FOR MAKING FUN- This classroom is a safe environment for everyone to explore, create, make mistakes, and be funny.  However; I will not tolerate someone making fun of another student. Making fun of another student is taking away the trust we build in this classroom for everyone to feel safe. Students who make fun of other students in class will first receive a warning; a second offense will receive a call home and a written referral. (This is not baseball; you do not get three strikes)
· Written Referrals- Students may receive a written referral for choosing to not meet expectations or procedures outlined in this syllabus. 
CLASSROOM Rules
1.
Be respectful: to everyone and everything, including yourself.

2.
Be responsible: keep up with homework and class assignment. No excuses. 

3.
Be prepared: make sure you have materials with you every day. No exceptions.

4.
Be productive: use your time wisely, in class and at home.
Materials Needed:

· 3 ring binder  (shared with another class is okay)
· Dividers (3 sections:  Bellwork, Current Project, Completed Project.
· Loose-leaf or spiral notebook paper kept in binder

· Pen or pencil (brought EVERYDAY to class)
(detach, sign, & return)
Student Name (print first & last):____________________________

Hour:_____________________

Student AND Parent’s First Speech and Drama I homework assignment:

Speech and Drama Syllabus Agreement

Pease sign and return just this page to Ms. De Vrieze by Friday, January 12, 2018
Student:

I, ____________________________, have read the syllabus and fully understand Ms. De Vrieze’s expectations and procedures. I understand the expectations set for me and that they are there to guide me and help me become a successful student. I will give my best at all times in this class to build my character and learn all that I can.

Signed,

________________________        Date: _______________

Student Signature

Parent/Guardian:

I have read this syllabus and I understand Ms. De Vrieze’s policies ad expectations of her students. I will do my best to ensure my child cooperates and upholds Ms. De Vrieze’s policies and expectations.

Signed,

_____________________________    Date: _______________

Parent/Guardian Signature

If you have any questions or concerns regarding my syllabus or your child, feel free to contact me at any time.  Email is the best way to reach me:

devriezel@carthagetigers.or
